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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
03/13/07 has been entered. 

2. Applicant's amendment filed on March 13, 2007 has been entered. Claim 1 has 
been amended. Claims 8 and 15-21 have been cancelled. No claims have been 
added. Claims 1-7, 9-14, and 22-24 are now pending in this application, with claims 1 , 
1 1 , and 22 being independent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-7, 9-14, and 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gaukel et al (US 5,200,995), in view of Swan et al (US 6,134,310). 

4. In regards to claim 1 , Gaukel discloses a method for blocking at least one 



outgoing communication from a calling party to a calling line selected by the calling 
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party in connection with a [parental] control feature offered to subscribers as an 
outgoing call blocking service, said calling party having a calling line identification 
number (See Abstract), said method comprising: enabling the subscriber to select 
special feature codes (for example, "use of the key and "#" key allow special 
programming options"... See Abstract) and request that outgoing communications that 
relate to the special feature codes, and that originate from the calling line identification 
number, be blocked (See Abstract); receiving an outgoing communication related to at 
least one of the special feature codes, said calling line (for example, the calling line is 
considered as the line from which the call is being placed) associated with at least one 
subscriber to the outgoing call blocking service; obtaining a calling line identification 
number (for example, the calling line identification number is considered as the number 
from which the call is being place) for said received outgoing communication; obtaining 
a called line identification number (for example, the called line identification number is 
considered as the called number which is on the restricted list) for said received 
outgoing communication; looking for said calling line identification number associated 
with the received outgoing communication in a data store (for example, the data store is 
considered as the pre-created list of restricted number sequences) to determine data 
associated with said calling line identification number concerning calls from the calling 
line to a called line which are to be blocked; terminating the received outgoing 
communication if the data indicates that the received outgoing communication is to be 
blocked (See col. 3-4 lines 66-2); and overriding the outgoing call blocking service for at 
least a second single outgoing communication from the calling line in response to 
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receiving an override code (See col. 4 lines 36-40). Although Gaukel teaches that 
special functions allow screening during only certain times, or only certain time on 
certain days, and can be repetitive, or one time only (See col. 16 lines 17-19), Swan 
more clearly and specifically disclose activating the outgoing call blocking service at a 
first pre-set time (i.e., 1 1 :00 PM); and deactivating the outgoing call blocking service at 
a second pre-set time (i.e., 7:01 AM) (See col. 10 lines 26-44). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate 
these features within the method, as a way of starting an outgoing call blocking feature 
at a specific time, and ending the outgoing call blocking feature at a specific time. Thus, 
possibly making the [calling line] available for making outgoing calls to a specific 
number, at specified times. 

5. In regards to claim 2, Gaukel discloses the method, wherein the special feature 
code is a star-feature code (i.e., key or "#" key) (See Abstract). 

6. In regards to claim 3, Gaukel discloses the method, wherein the special feature 
code relates to conference call capabilities (i.e., 1-900 numbers) (See col. 4 lines 8-16). 

7. In regards to claims 4 and 9, Gaukel discloses the method, wherein said data 
concerning calls to be blocked comprises a list of area codes to which calls are to be 
blocked (See col. 4 lines 14-16). 

8. In regards to claim 5, Gaukel discloses the method, wherein said data 
concerning calls to be blocked comprises a list of at least one of a plurality of called line 
identification numbers of calls which are to be blocked (See col. 4 lines 28-30). 
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9. In regards to claim 6, Gaukel discloses all of claim 6 limitations, except the 
method, wherein said data concerning calls to be blocked comprises all calls. Swan, 
however, does disclose wherein said data concerning calls to be blocked comprises all 
calls (See col. 10 lines 39-44) (for example, all outgoing calls between 1 1 :00 PM and 
7:00 AM are blocked). 

10. In regards to claims 7 and 10, Gaukel discloses the method, wherein said data 
concerning calls to be blocked comprises all long distance calls (See col. 4 lines 17-21). 

11. In regards to claims 1 1 and 22, the method and system of claims 1 1 and 22, 
respectively, is rejected for the same reasons as the method of claim 1 . Claims 1 1 and 
22, however, have further limitations, than claim 1 , which consist of, enabling the 
subscriber to prohibit outgoing long-distance calls from being placed from the calling 
line; enabling the subscriber to prohibit outgoing calls to at least one specified area 
code; enabling the subscriber to allow outgoing calls only to at least one specified local 
telephone number; and enabling the subscriber to allow outgoing calls only to at least 
one specified telephone number, however, these features are taught by Gaukel. 
Gaukel discloses enabling the subscriber to prohibit outgoing long-distance calls from 
being placed from the calling line (See col. 4 lines 17-21); enabling the subscriber to 
prohibit outgoing calls to at least one specified area code (See col. 14-16); enabling the 
subscriber to allow outgoing calls only to at least one specified local telephone number; 
and enabling the subscriber to allow outgoing calls only to at least one specified 
telephone number (See col. 4 lines 28-33). 
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12. In regards to claims 12, 13, and 14, Gaukel discloses the method, further 
comprising: prompting the caller for an authorization code (i.e., access or override 
code); and comparing the received authorization code with a stored authorization code 
for the calling line identification number (See col. 4 lines 36-40). 

1 3. In regards to claim 23, Gaukel discloses the system, wherein the controller 
terminates the call if data concerning a call to the called line corresponds to data 
concerning calls to be blocked (See col. 3-4 lines 66-20. 

1 4. In regards to claim 24, Gaukel discloses the system, wherein the controller 
completes the call if data concerning a call to the called line does not correspond to 
data concerning call to be blocked (See col. 4 lines 3-5). 

Response to Arguments 

1 5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -7, 9-1 4, and 22-24 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

1 6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Rahikainen et al (US 6,085,080) teach rejection of incoming and 
outgoing calls in WLL terminal. Boltz (US 6,31 1 ,055) teaches a system and method for 
providing restrictions on mobile-originated calls. Schmersel et al (US 6,055,302) teach 
a system and method for incoming and outgoing interrogations for store-and-forward 
services. 
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1 7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thjuan K. Addy whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7486. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00pm. 

1 8. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner s 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar can be reached on (571) 272-7488. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 

19. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on.access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Thjuan K. Addy 
Patent Examiner 
AU 2614 



